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For the Church DBS Verifier:

· From 1st September 2026 all volunteers who work with children and young people, where it meets the frequency requirements (on more than 3 days in a 30-day period or overnight), require an Enhanced DBS with Barred List check. This is a change to our previous advice, updated to comply with new legislation.
· What does this mean for your church? It means you will need to do three things:
· Put together a list of everyone in your church who currently works with children and young people directly.
·  Check what type of DBS check all your volunteers with children and young people currently have. You should be able to gather this from your DBS records through the DDC portal. You do not need to recheck anyone who already has an Enhanced check with Barred List.
· Complete a new DBS check for the volunteers who now need a Barred List check.
· We recognise that the timing of the announcement of this change to the law makes it highly unlikely that any of our churches will have completed new DBS applications by 1st September 2026. We would encourage you to complete this as an urgent task for September.
· You do not need to include those volunteers who only work with adults at risk in this review. 
· There is no need to recheck your trustees or leaders unless they directly work with children and young people.
Thank you in advance for the work you will be doing on this. 

You only need to complete this process for volunteers who work with Under 18’s
	Name of Volunteer
	Role(s)
	Does the current DBS check level include Barred list?
	Do they work with children or young people on more than 3 days in a 30-day period or overnight?
	Do they need a new DBS check to include the Barred list?
	Date
new DBS check completed
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