Introduction

The purpose of this study, the first in the “Where do we grow from here?” series, is to
consider the resources and gifts we have together as Christians and as the local church
and the responsibilities, opportunities and adventure that follow as a result.

Bible study
Read Luke 12:35-48.
Question 1

How does Jesus describe the person who models the attitudes and behaviours he expects
from his disciples?

Question 2

Although the word isn't used, this is a passage about responsibility — having a duty of
being accountable for something or someone. In what ways does the model servant
demonstrate their own understanding of responsibility in this passage?

Question 3

Read verses 47-48 again. Who is described as responsible in these verses, and for what are
they responsible?

Application

Watch the video for this session. All videos are available from
https://www.baptist.org.uk/wdwgfh.

Question 4

The German theologian Helmut Thielicke once said, “The Gospel must be constantly
forwarded to a new address because the recipient is repeatedly changing his place of
residence.”

What is it about the gospel that never changes? What is it that changes from generation
to generation?

Question 5

In the video, Ken described what he called the opening paragraph of a new chapter for
the church where he serves.

When you have the message of hope for people — hope for now and forever;
When you have so much, in terms of people, space, money, values and unity;
When your main ways are having great effect for some but little effect for
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many;

When you don't have to drop all the main ways that have some effect to try
new ways;

When what matters is the original Messenger more than the cherished ways of
conveying his message;

When your aim is to find out what pleases God and go for it wholeheartedly;
When it's OK to try things and fail sometimes and learn and move on;

When he promises to come with us in power and guide us by his Spirit;
When we hit on what it means to try things in his name;

Then what follows carries with it

RESPONSIBILITY and OPPORTUNITY and ADVENTURE.

To what extent does that statement resonate for

e You, personally?
e Your church?

Question 6

What questions does the statement raise for you? Write down which questions you want
to come back to in the rest of this series.

Taking it forward

“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one
who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”

How does this verse make you feel? Challenged, afraid, guilty, excited, burdened? Share
honestly how you are feeling now and turn your feelings into prayers for each other.
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