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EBF appeals to Russian/Ukraine Baptists

The European Baptist Federation (EBF) has challenged Russian and Ukraine Baptist leaders to issue a joint statement calling for peace while acknowledging their differences

The appeal comes from EBF General Secretary Tony Peck and EBF President Otniel Bunaciu in response to a statement issued by Russian Baptists to coincide with the visit of US Secretary of State John Kerry to Kiev last week.

Although Baptists from both countries have met to discuss ways of responding to the conflict, they have expressed different views about it.
The Russian statement was authored by Vitaly Vlasenko, the Director of the Department for External Affairs for the Russian Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists.

Addressed to friends in Christ “primarily in North America”, the statement spoke of Russian Baptists being “deeply concerned about recent developments in Ukraine”.

In particular the statement highlighted the Freedom of Support Act, which authorised the provision of military assistance to Ukraine when agreed by the US Congress in December, and the subsequent fear that the “science of diplomacy and the strategy of winning hearts and minds are falling by the wayside.”

Hearts and minds can only be achieved by peaceful means, and both NATO and Russia are too strong to be defeated by military means, it continued.

‘We plead with you in the West and Ukraine to struggle jointly with us Russian Baptists for the cause of a negotiated settlement,’ continued Mr Vlasenko. ‘That joint effort is much more important than our personal convictions on political details.’

The statement ended with an invitation to its readers to tell the Russian Baptists how they can “better and more effectively cooperate for the cause of peace?”

This was taken up by Mr Peck and Mr Bunaciu on behalf of the EBF. They acknowledged that all in the EBF share the Russian Baptists’ “overwhelming strong desire for a peaceful, negotiated settlement to end the violence, bloodshed and driving out of people from their homes in Eastern Ukraine”.  

They noted that Baptists believe in a church that has the freedom to seek the mind of Christ without state interference or pressure, and commended the occasions when Russian and Ukraine Baptists have sought to do this.  

They also highlighted how Russian Baptists are “understandably concerned” about statements from the US government that seem to suggest support for an escalation of the militarization of the conflict.

However, the EBF letter continued, there was hope that the Russian Baptists would be a prophetic witness in the situation, “especially with regards to the starting of the war and also in relation to the human drama that is taking place in Eastern Ukraine now.”

‘It is quite possible that we in the West do not fully appreciate the Russian perspective on events in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine, and we need to listen more carefully and learn more. 

‘However, as Baptists brothers and sisters we also hear the concerns and cries coming from our Ukrainian Baptist family which is suffering so much together with their entire country and who are seeing their country partitioned and then devastated by a war they did not want and did not start. 
 
‘It also pains us to see that this war is so easily and uncritically supported by Russia's evangelicals,’ the letter stated.

In any move towards reconciliation and peace “what looks like uncritical support for one side in this conflict has to be addressed,” it continued. A "negotiated settlement” will only be credible if it also addresses “the wrongs and shortcomings of all the sides involved in this conflict”.

The letter concluded:  ‘It would be an even more powerful witness to what is possible when we acknowledge Christ as Lord if Russian and Ukrainian Baptist leaders could issue a Joint Statement calling for peace, acknowledging their differences but seeking to see beyond them to find a way to encourage their two nations to find a way leave at peace with one another.  
 
‘Is it too much to believe that this might yet be possible?’ 

According to the United Nations, fighting between Ukraine forces and pro-Russian rebels has claimed more than 5,000 lives since April.

'A gifted and completely dedicated young man'

A church and college community is mourning the loss of youth worker and staff member Rick Cole, who died on 31 January.

Rick, 24, was a part-time Children, Youth and Family Worker at Rosebery Park Baptist Church, Bournemouth and part-time staff member at Moorlands College.

In a statement the church said: 'On Saturday 31 January 2015 Rick Cole was suddenly called to glory by the Lord, after a short illness.

'Please pray for his widow, Helen, parents David and Kathy and sister Anna from Macclesfield, and her parents Mike and Anne Crick and her brother Stuart from Tamworth, and for his many friends as well.

'Both Moorlands College staff and students, and the church and community at Boscombe are mourning the loss of a gifted, well-loved and completely dedicated young man.

'To quote from the sermon on Sunday morning, "Rick had also made relationships with the local youth service providers, seeking to develop a drop in youth work for the young people of Pokesdown.

"He had made relationships with the local schools, Pokesdown CPS especially where he took regular assemblies, and also Kings Park.  He had become a firm favourite in many local families for his desire to provide holiday clubs in every half term and school break possible, not to mention his work with Tweens and Sunday’s Cool, and as cook and host for the Fellowship Group meeting at their home in Burton, as well as the men’s breakfast. 


"Rick was first and foremost a child of God and a follower of Jesus Christ, one who took his faith seriously, who heard and obeyed God’s call to train for full-time Christian work, so that others might know the Saviour he loved!"
A fond farewell to Paul and Sue Hills

Retirement celebration for long serving Regional Minister, Team Leaderand his wife
This Sunday (8 February) marked the end of a chapter in the life of the Eastern Baptist Association, as people gathered at Burlington Baptist Church in Ipswich to give thanks for the ministry of Paul and Sue Hills.

Paul was inducted as an EBA Regional Minister (then Area Superintendent) back in 1998, and became the Regional Minister Team Leader in 2002. In that time the couple have been full and active members of Clare Baptist Church in Sudbury, Suffolk.

Joining them to celebrate their retirement and give thanks for their ministry were family, people from across the churches of the EBA, members from their previous church in Chippenham and Winchester, ecumenical partners, colleagues from other Associations and the wider Baptist family.

Opening the service, EBA moderator David Mayne spoke of the couple's many qualities.

'Paul, your decency and humility mark you out as a most precious gift to the Church. Your pastoral heart, wisdom and compassion have blessed many families, many ministers and many colleagues over the years. Your thoughtful leadership, commitment to mission and the way you create space for others to grow and thrive takes a special sort of leader to hold all that together with such grace; and you Paul have been one such leader.

'Sue, what a joy it is to know you - thank you for all your kindness, your patience, your administrative deftness, your capacity to keep things grounded. Your service to the churches and to our association is worthy of being marked in its own right.

'But we thank you also for keeping Paul on the straight and narrow, and thank you for letting us be blessed by his ministry – for all the time he spent with us whenever or wherever that was we are grateful to you for enabling that to happen.'

Opening words that captured the essence of the last 17 years of ministry within the EBA and the ministry within churches before that.

EBA Churches had been asked to bring an image of the ministry and mission in their church that they wanted to be thankful for. Some of these included special events that Paul had been involved in, such as the opening of a new building or a start of a new project that was still thriving. Some shared the life of these churches all working for the glory of God and the building of his kingdom.

Sue then brought readings from Hosea 11 and John 21: 15-25. And when Paul was welcomed to bring God's word, he admitted to feeling completely overwhelmed by the whole afternoon.

He started by acknowledging and giving thanks for the work of the original four county secretaries Terence Cooper (Suffolk), Shirley Lane (Norfolk), Richard Soar (Essex) and Keith Rawlinson (Cambridgeshire) whose work and graciousness built the foundation of what the Association is today. Their willingness to move forward together into a new thing has given the work of the Association a strong foundation to build on, he said.
 

	

	


He continued by saying each of us has an individual relationship with Jesus which is our responsibility to  build and nurture - but this isn’t where it ends.

We need each other to grow, individuals need community, communities need other communities, churches need other churches to help them move forward to stand with them in their journey to stretch them further, to help when things get tough, to rejoice when things are good and to hold when times are difficult, he continued.

The service finished with a blessing, spoken one to another, and a symbolic passing on of a stick, a stick which Paul had brought to his induction as a regional minister 17 years ago. He passed this to the current regional ministry team Richard Lewis, Nick Lear and Simon Goddard (pictured) and prayed a blessing on them as they continue in the work and ministry of the Association.

Whatever else the service contained it was also primarily an act of worship, a time to praise the one who made us and acknowledge the faithfulness of the one who calls us to service, and to give thanks to the one who promises to uphold and sustain us in whatever that service may be.

The worship group led the gathering in singing and praise to God, drawing the focus onto Him. Prayers were offered for the world in which we live, the churches within our Association, our Union of Associations, colleges and churches and the work of connexions the group who exist to support spouses of those who are in ministry.

The afternoon concluded with tea and an abundance of cake, which had been provided by the host church and was thoroughly appreciated by everyone, and included a very special retirement cake for both Paul and Sue.

What would God say if He had our windows?

Comic book story of the Prodigal Son across front of church proves a talking point 
What would God say if He had our windows? Such a question arose when the deacons of West Wickham and Shirley Baptist Church gathered for an away day.
 
The Croydon-based church has a series of glass panels at the front of its building, which is positioned at a cross roads and whose car park is a busy thoroughfare for people wanting to take a short cut. Could the windows be used in such a way as to grab people’s attention? 
 
The question was reflected on, prayed over and discussed among members.
 
And the result? An eye catching comic book representation of the story of The Prodigal Son.

The strip stretches across the four glass windows and church door, ending with the message: “You are invited to the party - Welcome home!” It was drawn and designed by one of the church's deacons, and then resized to fit the windows by another member who has a background in graphic design. A local company installed it on 22 January.  
 
Not surprisingly, it has proved something of a talking point.
 
‘We have had a lot of good conversations of the back of the artwork already,’ said Sara Kennett, the church’s youth minister. ‘Firstly from the guys who put it up, who came to our senior minister and asked “Can you tell me what the story means?” What a great opportunity!
 
‘We have seen people literally stopping and walking backwards to look at it, people taking pictures and some great conversations. We are positioned at a cross roads, and our car park is a thoroughfare for lots of people who take a quick shortcut, so we are praying that God will use it to speak his love and welcome into many lives.’
 
She added, ‘The message that ends the story is our prayer as a church: as we launch a 24/7 prayer room in the area behind the comic book, we pray that many in our community would be welcomed home to God.’

Finding a home for Ella

A BMS World Mission-supported project to help trafficked women in London is almost ready to go. It just needs a building.
Your life is a mess. Your self-esteem is shot to bits. You’re afraid, you’re ill and you’re vulnerable. What do you need?
You need help. You need medical attention, a safe space to live and an opportunity to unravel the damage that has been done to you in the name of pleasure and profit. Most of all, you need time.

Many women in the UK who have escaped the trauma of being trafficked into the sex industry do get help. But, due to a lack of money and resources, they often don’t get the time to truly turn their lives around and so can end up either homeless or back working in a brothel.

BMS is supporting Ella’s Home, a new project that will offer trafficked sex workers the hope of a new life and the time they need to help achieve it.

Government funding allows women who have been assessed and recognised as victims of trafficking by the National Referral Mechanism a 45 day ‘reflection period’ and support from an aftercare provider. Ella’s Home will work with women on the basis of their individual needs, with the more realistic target of a minimum three month period of recovery.

The women who stay at Ella’s Home (four to five at a time) will have a range of skilled volunteers such as counsellors, doctors and barristers, to assist them in their recovery. They will also have the opportunity to learn baking and life skills through the Luminous Bakery at Kahaila, a thriving church and coffee shop in Brick Lane.

Emily Chalke has co-founded Ella’s Home, inspired by Ella*, a sex worker she originally met when she was serving with BMS and NightLight in Bangkok’s red light district.

Emily helped Ella when Ella ended up working in a brothel in London and was seriously ill (you can read the full story here). Emily found that Ella did not get the time and support she needed to turn her life around. Ella returned to her home country in the end, but Emily was determined to help others like her.

“People think that if you’ve been trafficked and get out of it, that’s the end of the story,” says Emily. “But there’s so much work to be done, re-understanding who you are and healing your self-image. Without that, it is very easy to end up back in exploitation.”

Since founding Ella’s Home, Emily has been bowled over by the support she has received. She now has a database of volunteers to help her when the home opens. Referral forms have been sent to anti-trafficking organisations who have responded very positively. They often struggle to find appropriate places to send women for further aftercare and have told Emily they welcome the arrival of Ella’s Home.

Everything is ready, except a home for Ella’s Home. Finding a suitable place that is not too expensive has proved difficult. Last week an offer was put on a house but they were gazumped. Emily is hopeful they will soon find an appropriate place where they can begin restoring the dignity of damaged women.

“I hope that Ella’s Home will be able to give women a real chance at freedom,” says Emily, “a way to build their life again, to truly get out of a cycle of exploitation.”

Pray that a house can be found for Ella’s Home, so trafficked women can get the help they desperately need.

Ella’s Home is part of the Dignity initiative. Learn more about how you and your church can take a stand against gender based violence.

*Not her real name

This article first appeared on the website of BMS World Mission and is used with permission 
Baptisms:

Carters Lane Baptist Church, Halesowen: Zoe Middleton
Crossway Christian Fellowship (Baptist), Thamesmead North (service conducted at Welling Baptist Church): Paul Tyrrell
Farnworth Baptist Church, Lancashire: Tina Broadhurst and Tomaj Jahani
Hope Baptist Church, Plymouth: Ruth Oliver Horley Baptist Church, Surrey: Megan Jones, Joie Dulle
Mount Baptist Church Carmel, Caerphilly: Mandy Redman, Helen Morgan and Judy Jones
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Penarth: Sion Charles            
Upton Vale Baptist Church, Torquay: Hannah Dark, John Sumner, Elle McBain
Walsworth Road Baptist Church, Hitchin: Eileen Sanders, Edna Reynolds

For more visit: www.baptist.org.uk/baptisms

Death:
FRASER, Constance (Connie) was the widow of the Revd Robert Fraser; who was Baptist minister first at Henley-on Thames, where he met Connie; then at Fleetwood Baptist Church. He was a Chaplain in the 2nd World War; then he and Connie were at Dereham Road Baptist Church Norwich for 12 years; then at Newton Abbot Baptist church for 10 years; then Clipston Baptist Church.
Connie survived Robert by 15 years, dying in a nursing home on Wednesday 28 January, aged 99years, after several months of distressing discomfort. She was ready and willing to meet her Lord, and her whole extended family rejoice with her at her release into glory.


Send baptismal and death notifications to phobson@baptist.org.uk


Jobs:

Mission Development Coordinator: The Baptist Union of Scotland and BMS World Mission
Ministry Development Coordinator: The Baptist Union of Scotland

For more details on these positions, visit: www.baptist.org.uk/jobs

Events:

Baptist Assembly: Watch a short video where Lynn Green and David Kerrigan talk about this year's new-look Baptist Assembly on 16 May

Highs and lows of growing multi-ethnic churches
A day conference from the Centre for Missionaries from the Majority World – exploring relevant challenges and theological differences

The Word of God in the Life of the Church
A day conference reflecting on the Report of Dialogue between the Baptist World Alliance and the Catholic Church (published 2013) takes place at Regent’s Park College, Oxford on Saturday 21 February 2015, 10.00—4.30pm.
You are invited to listen to presentations, and join in discussion, about the results of this dialogue.
The conference is free to attend. Register for the day by emailing paul.fiddes@regents.ox.ac.uk

For more visit www.baptisttimes.co.uk 
