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News:

Baptist letters to Muslim, Jewish communities 

In light of recent escalating tensions involving some faith communities, the Baptist Union has sent letters of support to Jewish and Muslim counterparts in the UK
It has been reported that British Jews are frightened to attend synagogue and shops in the wake of terror attacks in Paris earlier this month, while Home Secretary Theresa May said the Government would redouble efforts to wipe out anti-semitism following a spike in hate crimes. Islam is also in the spotlight, with atrocities committed by extremists leading to suspicion and antagonism of its communities.

On Friday (23 January) the Baptist Union sent letters to the Muslim Council of Britain and the Board of Deputies of British Jews. The letters were authored by Baptist Union General Secretary Lynn Green and written in partnership with the Baptist Inter Faith Working Group.
 
Both letters offered prayerful support to the respective communities, especially those now living in fear. They also spoke of a Baptist commitment “to speak out and uphold your right to freedom of speech and belief as a demonstration of our underlying values of freedom of conscience and respect for others,” as well as a commitment to stand together against “violent and extremist and terrorist acts carried out in the name of God”.

By standing together and speaking well of one another, the letters spoke of the hope that “we can be catalysts for creating a more secure world where all human life is respected, appreciated and valued.”

Should they feel it appropriate to do so, Baptist churches are invited to send a copy of the letter to neighbouring mosques or synagogues.

Minister Andy Williams moderates the Baptist Inter Faith Working Group. He said, ‘In the light of recent events it is very important for faith communities to affirm and develop their good relationships with one another so that they can respond together when appropriate.’
Registration for Assembly 2015 opens 

Tickets for the new-look Baptist Assembly are now available
The length, venue and structure of this year’s gathering all differ from previous years as a new format is explored. Taking place over the course of one day (16 May), the Assembly moves to the east of the country, where it will be hosted in the Kingsgate Conference Centre in Peterborough.

The opening celebration will feature communion, immediately followed by the Big Picnic, when everyone will be encouraged to picnic together around the conference centre.

A number of interactive streams are available to pick and choose from in the afternoon. Called the Market Place, the streams are to include Past and Future Mission and Ministry, Word engaging World and What it means to be a 21st Century Disciple.

As usual one of the highlights will be the recognition of Baptist ministers and lay preachers who have transferred to the accredited list, and the valediction of BMS World Mission workers heading overseas. This will be done in a new way during the closing celebration. The closing message will feature different voices and perspectives.

The induction of the next President of our Baptist Union - Jenni Entrican – will take place during the day and her presidential theme “Daring Greatly” introduced. Worship will be led by Taste, who will be joined for part of the day by Dave Ellis, a new Regional Minister with the Heart of England Baptist Association.

A much more intentionally intergenerational gathering, it has been described by organisers as “an exciting opportunity for all ages to explore and be inspired in mission and discipleship”.  The prayer session will be led by Innovation – which runs the Assembly youth programme. Arise Ministries are also leading a programme for younger children.

One-day Baptist Assemblies will also take place in 2016 and 2017. The format will be reviewed again in 2016. 

 

To book, and for more information, visit: www.baptistassembly.org.uk
'Don't ignore terrorist attacks in Nigeria' 

A Nigerian Baptist leader castigates international community for "just watching" as Boko Haram continues to terrorise the West African country
Dr Samson Ayokunle, president of the Nigerian Baptist Convention (NBC), has called for international intervention to halt the terror group Boko Haram.

The Baga massacre in early January was the latest atrocity committed by Boko Haram, the jihadist group that seeks to establish Sharia law in Nigeria. It has killed an estimated 5,000 civilians since 2009, while an estimated 1.5 million have fled their homes because of threats and attacks. It has also abducted more than 500 people, including the kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls from Chibok in April 2014. 
	


Given intervention in other conflict situations, Dr Ayokunle accused the world community of devaluing Nigerian lives.

'My consternation is in the attitude of the international community toward the huge destruction going on in Nigeria,' Ayokunle told the BWA. 'The earnestness with which they intervened in the ISIL attack in Syria and Iraq, or the Taliban problem in Afghanistan, etc., is not shown in the case of Nigeria.

'Does it not matter to the rest of the world if Boko Haram continues to kill hundreds of people every week? Are these people less human than those being killed in other places where they have gone to directly intervene? My people are being killed like animals and the whole world is just watching.'

Boko Haram conducted the Baga massacre in the northeastern Nigerian state of Borno in early January this year causing an unknown number of deaths, though estimates range from dozens to more than 2,000. It was the latest in a series of attacks since 2009 when Boko Haram launched a military campaign to create an Islamic state. In April 2013, more than 185 people were killed and more than 2,000 homes in Baga were destroyed as a result of fighting between the Nigerian military and Boko Haram.

The Nigerian Baptist leader, who was speaking to the Baptist World Alliance (BWA) - the convention he leads is the largest BWA member organisation in Africa with approximately 3.5 million members in some 10,000 churches - added that the "the church is under siege of severe persecution."

'The situation is pathetic.' Dr Ayokunle declared. 'The main targets in all these attacks are the Christians first and any other person that opposes them. Any town they enter, after killing the Christians there, they go ahead to bring down all the churches there sparing the mosques. Major Christian cities such as Gwoza and Mubi among others have fallen to them. Christians in cities such as Michika and Baga are also on the run.'

Baptists have been directly affected. 'No Christian church is standing anymore in Mubi where more than 2,000 Baptists fled the city through Cameroon when Boko Haram attacked.' These Baptist Christians, he said, returned to Nigeria through another town called Yola in Adamawa State but never to their homes again. 'They have become displaced and are now living in displaced people's camps scampering for food, without decent accommodation and naked.'
 

Dr Ayokunle said Baptist buildings, including the offices of the secretariat of Fellowship Baptist Conference of the NBC, was burned in Mubi, and the home of the conference president was vandalised. The conference president and Baptist pastors have fled to the city of Jos in Plateau state, another region that has been attacked by Boko Haram. 'Our Baptist High School in Mubi has been closed while our Baptist Pastors' School in another neighboring town, Gombi, was indefinitely shut down.'

He expressed appreciation for the prayerful support of Baptists and other Christians and requested financial support to assist those who have been displaced by the terrorist attacks. 'Continue to join us in prayer so that the gates of hell might not prevail against the Church of Christ in Nigeria.'

Elsewhere the charity Release International, which provides aid to persecuted Christians around the world, echoed Dr Ayokunle's assessment of the religious element in the attacks, and called on the Nigerian Goverment to do more to protect its vulnerable Christian minority in the north.

‘We must open our eyes to the religious cleansing aspect of the violence that is taking place in Nigeria,’ said Paul Robinson, Release Chief Executive. ‘Release contacts say many Christians have now been driven from the north as Boko Haram strives to create its brutal version of an Islamic state. While all Nigerians are at risk from violent jihadists, Christians are being singled out as targets.

‘Release is urging Nigeria to act decisively to safeguard the lives of its dwindling Christian minority in the north. And Release is urging the West to wake up to the threat of destabilisation in wider Africa posed by Islamist militants.’

Observers fear Boko Haram could destabilise not only northern Nigeria, but the adjoining countries of Chad, Niger and Cameroon, the Release statement continued. A recent video by Boko Haram threatened to repeat in Cameroon the havoc wreaked in Nigeria.
New life in an old building

After three years hard work Alvechurch Baptist Church has a new sanctuary - and an infant dedication was one of the first things that took place there. By Andy Parker 
After three years’ work to cure problems with damp and to refurbish the 180-year-old chapel, Alvechurch Baptist Church (in Worcestershire) was delighted to hold the 2014 Christmas services in the new-look sanctuary.
 
The regular survey by the Heart of England Region Trustees in 2011 had highlighted the damp in thefloor and walls, which meant that the original Victorian floor needed to be dug up and replaced, and a damp-proof course installed in the walls.

This meant removal of the pews and wainscotting, so we took the decision to work towards more flexible seating arrangements when the work was complete.

The task was complicated by the chapel being part of the village Conservation Area.

The members also took the decision very early on not to apply for a Heritage Lottery Grant on ethical principles, so the entire project was to be funded through fundraising events and member donations and loans.
 
But we also took the opportunity to install energy-efficient underfloor-heating and to address storage needs, provide a modern minister’s office and rejig the premises side-entrance. A major work!

 After the contractors had finished, various members began to make the ‘empty shell’ back into a usable sanctuary. Rather than ‘design by committee’, we asked a company - Barnetti Design -  to come up with a ‘Design Concept’ to include all the features we might need for the next 100 years, as we felt that was the best approach.

By mid-2014 it was starting to look possible to use the sanctuary by Christmas, so we set ourselves that target, and by God’s Grace and hard work from members, we achieved it, though it has to be said that we are still using chairs from the halls, temporary lighting and donated ex-exhibition carpeting, and many of the design details have yet to be achieved.

Nevertheless, this sense of new life in our old building was strengthened when one of our members asked if we could hold a Dedication Service for her new grand-daughter in January!

Members had to bring garden and folding chairs to be able to seat the extra family guests, but it was a joyous occasion in our refurbished sanctuary.

For more information about the church, visit www.alvechurchbaptist.org.uk
Andy Parker is the treasurer at Alvechurch Baptist Church

Marathon challenge at Spurgeon's College 

College vice principal Peter Morden is training to be Spurgeon's first-ever official London Marathon participant in April 2015
Peter, who is a keen runner, hopes to raise sponsorship to provide vital bursary funds for students in training for mission and ministry at the College.
 
As he explains in his blog (spurgeonsmarathon.wordpress.com), this will be the first marathon he has attempted, although there are a couple of half marathons in his past! He’s set himself two ambitious targets: to run the 26.2 miles in under four hours and to raise £5,000 to help students in hardship.
 
Peter said, 'I really believe in the cause I’m running for. Spurgeon’s College is a great place to work and what we do is strategic – training men and women in discipleship for Christian mission and ministry.
 
'As Vice Principal at Spurgeon’s College I meet students who have truly sacrificed in order to train for Christian leadership.

'Even if they are eligible for a student loan, the government caps loans for students at private colleges, so they have to find at least £2000 extra every year just to pay their fees.

'And on top of that, many struggle to make ends meet in their normal living expenses and for their families. And of course, if they already have a degree they’re not eligible for a loan anyway. This can lead to real hardship, or even to very good students having to drop out from their courses.'
 
Spurgeon’s College is inviting people to support Peter Morden in three ways: pray, give and follow.

Supporters can pray for his preparation, health and energy, sponsor Peter and help him reach his target and follow his story in a special marathon blog.

Anyone wanting to find out more can visit the website: www.spurgeons.ac.uk/london-marathon. 

Baptisms:

Blackhorse Road Baptist Church, Walthamstow: Sonia Rodney
Spalding Baptist Church, Lincs: Julie Walton, Lawrence Parson, Becky Parson, Gordon Gooding, Barrie Brundle, Paul Lawrence, Brian Shenk, Karen Wilshire
West Wickham & Shirley Baptist Church, Croydon: Elise Hind, Adrian Norvill

For more visit: www.baptist.org.uk/baptisms
Death:

BREBNER-SMITH, - Mrs Roland (Nengwa), much beloved by all her family and those who knew her, passed away peacefully on Wednesday 21st January after a long and fruitful life. A service of remembrance and thanksgiving will be held at Rugby Baptist Church on Saturday 31 January at 12 noon.

KENDRICK, Olive Kathleen (1915 - 2015) widow of the Revd Maurice D. Kendrick, and mother of Gillian Lewis (dec.), Peter, Graham and Alan Kendrick, recently of Beechmore Court, Bickley, Kent.
Olive died peacefully in her sleep on 16 January 2015, two months short of her 100th birthday. There will be a Thanksgiving Service for her life on Wednesday 11 February 2015 at 3pm at Southborough Lane Baptist Church, Southborough Lane, Bromley BR2 8BQ. Further details from: Peter Kendrick, 159 Hillcross Avenue, Morden, Surrey SM4 4AZ Tel. 020 8540 1491; kendricks@lineone.net


Send baptismal and death notifications to phobson@baptist.org.uk
Jobs:

Chaplain and Spiritual Care Co-ordinator: St Nicholas Hospice Care
Part-time Writer/Journalist: The Baptist Union of Great Britain
Mission Development Coordinator: The Baptist Union of Scotland and BMS World Mission
Ministry Development Coordinator: The Baptist Union of Scotland

For more details on these positions, visit: www.baptist.org.uk/jobs

Events:

The Word of God in the Life of the Church
A day conference reflecting on the Report of Dialogue between the Baptist World Alliance and the Catholic Church (published 2013) takes place at Regent’s Park College, Oxford on Saturday 21 February 2015, 10.00—4.30pm.
You are invited to listen to presentations, and join in discussion, about the results of this dialogue.
The conference is free to attend. Register for the day by emailing paul.fiddes@regents.ox.ac.uk

For more visit www.baptisttimes.co.uk 
