Faith and Society Files: The Apology for Slavery
Text of the Resolution agreed by the Baptist Union Council in November 2007 recognising our nation’s
participation in the transatlantic slave trade.

The Apology for Slavery
Council Resolution November 2007
As a Council we have listened to one another, we have heard the pain of hurting sisters
and brothers, and we have heard God speaking to us.
In a spirit of weakness, humility and vulnerability, we acknowledge that we are only at
the start of a journey, but we are agreed that this must not prevent us speaking and
acting at a Kairos moment.
Therefore, we acknowledge our share in and benefit from our nation’s participation in the
transatlantic slave trade.
We acknowledge that we speak as those who have shared in and suffered from the
legacy of slavery and its appalling consequences for God’s world.
We offer our apology to God and to our brothers and sisters for all that has created and
still perpetuates the hurt which originated from the horror of slavery.
We repent of the hurt we have caused, the divisions we have created, our reluctance to
face up to the sin of the past, our unwillingness to listen to the pain of our black sisters
and brothers, and our silence in the face of racism and injustice today.
We commit ourselves, in a true spirit of repentance, to take what we have learned from
God in the Council and to share it widely in our Baptist community and beyond, looking
for gospel ways by which we can turn the words and feelings we have expressed today
into concrete actions and contribute to the prophetic work of God’s coming Kingdom.

The Resolution was agreed unanimously, and each member of Council bowed in silent
prayer and personal commitment.
It was then proposed:
In the light of our discussions concerning the transatlantic slave trade and the statement
that arises from the discussions, Council asks the Mission Executive, Trustee Board and
other appropriate bodies to continue to develop ways of promoting racial justice within
BUGB and wherever possible in the world beyond.

The amended Resolution was approved unanimously.

Faith and Society Team, Baptist Union of Great Britain, Baptist House, PO Box 44, 129 Broadway, Didcot OX11 8RT
Tel: 01235 517700 Email: faithandsociety@baptist.org.uk Website: www.baptist.org.uk
BUGB operates as a charitable incorporated organisation (CIO) with registered Charity Number: 1181392

June 2013

